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A Word from the Dean

"This really puts things into perspective."

This sort of sentiment is one I hear quite often, usually in the face of some sort of national or
personal tragedy or crisis. And it has everything to do with how distorted our perspectives can
become, at times. It is a very human thing to do: allowing our perspectives to get out of whack.
Perspective, after all, is about how we look at, or value things. And it usually takes some sort of
tragedy or crisis for us to do a self-inventory. And almost without fail, this self-inventory brings us
to an undeniable conclusion: that our perspective had previously been messed up.

It was about 10 years ago, and the World Cup of Soccer had just finished up. Being a
hardened midwestern American, I watched none of it in the month it was on television, but it was
hard to avoid the topic. One thing that struck me was the reaction of particularly the losing fans,
most notably the Brazilian fans, whose team lost out in the semi-finals, and again in the consolation
game. They had been the favorites going in, and as the host country their expectations were sky-
high. But as the team fell first to Germany, and then to the Netherlands, the fans fell to despair, and
even violence. The German fans, in fact, were warned to wait to be escorted out of the stadium by
security personnel following their defeat of the Brazil team for fear of their being attacked by irate
Brazil fans. Riots and looting followed in the streets of Brazil. All of these are, I would argue,
actions of people whose perspectives are way out of whack. It's really just a game, after all.

Really. On the other hand, I know that when one of the teams I root for suffers a defeat, I fall into a
bit of a malaise, or if they should happen to achieve an especially noteworthy victory, I know the
feeling of jubilation that can course through a person, if even for a short while.

This is all to say that all of us fall prey to the same temptation: our outlook on life can be too
easily steered by our current circumstances. The story is told of Katie Luther, the wife of Martin
Luther, and herself a former Catholic monk who turned church reformer. Martin was given to fits
of something like what we might call depression today and his mood became nearly violently dour.
During one of those times, Katie dressed all in black complete with a veil, and closed all the shades
in their home. When Martin came into the house, he noticed immediately, and asked Katie what
was wrong. She told him she was in mourning. When he asked why, she told her because she had
become convinced that Jesus was still dead in the grave. At this, Martin Luther erupted. "He is
certainly NOT in the grave! He is risen!" To which Katie simply replied, "Well I certainly couldn't
tell it by the way you've been acting lately."

This little story points to what could be called the proper Christian perspective in life. If we
keep always central in our thoughts the truth of Christ's death, resurrection, ascension, and eventual
return, we will have a proper perspective. All the other tragedies and disappointments that might
otherwise completely overwhelm and distract us are made right. And we can say with St. Paul, that
there is absolutely nothing that can "separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord", and
"The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus."

Pastor Christopher Staley, Dean,
Iowa Mission District, NALC
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Loving One Another (Just Like Jesus)

Pastor David Klappenbach
Bethany Lutheran Church
Laurens, lowa

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.
(John 15:12-13, ESV)

As I sit down to write this theme article on the virtue of love, Memorial Day is almost
upon us. Through the years of parish ministry, [ have been part of the community
observances in the places where I have served. More often than not Jesus’ words on
the night of the betrayal to His disciples are quoted in those services, “Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” Of course, these
are appropriate words to use as we remember those who have fallen and given their
lives as the ultimate sacrifice in service to our country.

Memorial day does not glorify these deaths but encourages us to pause and remember
those who were willing to defend our freedoms even at the cost of laying down one’s
life. Jesus yet commends this ultimate sacrifice as the highest ideal of human love.

Jesus gives this commandment that His disciples love one another as He has loved
them just before He Himself makes the ultimate sacrifice for His friends; again, the
disciples, and for you and me, for our salvation. How are we to love one another?
Just like Jesus! If you ask me, this love looks like a cross. Loving God and loving
our neighbors. I confess I do not know if my love can be as sacrificial as Christ’s, or
even that of a fallen soldier. My love shown to others certainly does fall short.
Maybe the laying down of my life for others may be a sacrifice of my precious time,
or a current enjoyment [ am engaged in, when I get called to show love for another.

Thankfully, our salvation does not depend on our ultimate sacrifice of love by laying
down our life. Jesus has accomplished this loving act on the cross for His friends,
and we are His friends. So, our deeds of love come because we are saved. These
works of love done in the freedom of this gospel are for the benefit our neighbor.
There 1s nothing more precious to our Father in heaven than that we love because we
have been loved. We give because we have received so much. We forgive because
we have been forgiven. In all these, we grow to be more Christ-like.

Given all this, the love God shows us in Jesus and the love He calls us to, no wonder
St. Paul writes at the end of 1 Corinthians 13, “So now faith, hope, and love abide;
these three, but the greatest of these is love.” (I Corinthians 13:12)



This and That From Around

First Grace Lutheran
Church

Osage, lowa

First Grace Lutheran Church
in Osage now has a new
"temporary permanent"
physical address: 615 State
Street. Their mailing address
remains PO Box 143, Osage,
IA, 50461.

Our Mission District has various pastoral
vacancies at any given time. We continue to be
grateful for and to those who provide pastoral
support under those circumstances. Sometimes
neighboring pastors include vacant
congregations in their weekend schedule or are
on-call for emergencies in these congregations.
Some retired pastors provide Interim work or
short-term calls for them. Several of our
retired clergy travel Sunday after Sunday to
preside at Holy Communion, First
Communions, Baptisms, and Confirmation
services. All of them assure that the basic
needs of the congregations are provided for.
We thank them for their faithfulness and bless
God for their presence in our midst. In the
picture to the right, Pastor Solveig Zamzow is
pictured with the 2024 Confirmation Class at
First Lutheran Church in Manchester, lowa.

GRAND VIEW UNIVERSITY

INEXUS]

where God's call meets your life

The NALC is sponsoring
NEXUS again this year.
NEXUS is a week-long, life-changing experience for high
school students who might be considering a call to ministry—
or who might be encouraged to consider such a call. The
definition of “nexus” is “a connection between persons or
things...”—in this case, the place where God’s call intersects
with one’s life. During this week at Grandview University
students will have the opportunity to dig into Lutheran
theology, seek to recognize and understand God’s claim on
their lives, and make friends who are passionate about Jesus.
The theme for this year’s NEXUS experience is “Jesus Verbs,
and the dates are July 21-27, 2024.

the Iowa Mission District

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Manchester, Iowa

Iowa Mission District Report

The Iowa Mission District (MD) Council met
Saturday, April 27", with Pastor Ryan Henkle leading us
in devotions. Reports from the Secretary, Treasurer,
Communicator, and Dean were approved.

Pastor Gary Burkhalter presented a printed report
from our Mission District Disaster Coordinator, Betty
Burkhalter. A break-out session will be planned at our
Convocation. Our warehouses in Rochester and in
Boyden have both been largely depleted in response to
recent storms in Texas and in lowa. These warehouses
will need to be restocked.

We have 26 persons from 4 congregations attending
the NALC Youth Gathering in July. With this number
the charter bus will be canceled and replaced by a couple
of 15-passenger van. Because the MD Treasurer received
leftover, unused funds from previous Mission trips, it was
decided to subsidize each adult chaperone with $300.

Plans for the MD Convocation were firmed up.
Registration and nomination forms will be published in
the MD Newsletter. The date is Saturday, September
21st, at St. John, Western Douglas, in rural Plainfield.

The next meeting of the MD Council will be 9AM
on Saturday, September 28", at Cabin Coffee in Mason
City. Pastor Christopher Staley, Dean



Disaster Response Update

As you already know, this spring has been very active with fires, tornados, and other natural disas-
ters. Disaster Response has been very busy as a result. Both of our warehouses (Rochester MN and
Boyden IA) have been busy delivering supplies to impacted areas. The result is both of our ware-
houses need to be restocked. As a matter of fact, most of the warehouses across the country are
empty or nearly empty. What do we need? Everything!!

When we gather for the annual lowa Mission District Convocation in September, we would like
to Stuff the Truck and Stuff the Tonka.

Stuff the Truck means you do like you've done in the past - bring your donations to the convoca-
tion. We will have our mission district trailer there ready to receive your donations.

Stuff the Tonka is a way to gather gift cards. We would like to gather enough gift cards to fill a
Tonka dump truck. NOTE: The Iowa Mission District recently mailed to the National Warehouse
$750 in gift cards from Walmart and Menards.

If you or a representative from your congregation will not be at the convocation, let me know, and |
will make arrangements to get your donations to the warehouse.

Please refer to the listing of items needed for Disaster Response.

Reminders about boxing items:

Do not mix and match items in one box. For example health kits and school kits are not to be
boxed together.

All items, except flood buckets, must be in a box. 1t is hard for the warehouses to store quilts,
for example, which are in plastic garbage bags.

Properly label your box as indicated. It is preferred that you use a label (at least 4" X 4") to la-
bel.

Label the box on three sides - top, end and front. It makes it easier for the warehouse folks to
know what is in the box once it's been placed on a shelf.

Use packaging tape - masking tape and duct tape do not hold up to the moving and storing of the
boxed.

Do not pack incomplete kits/buckets. When this happens someone needs to review the kits/
buckets to be certain they are complete.

Stick to the list! This may sound silly, but we cannot accept things that are not on the list. For
example we recently received stuffed animals and pillow cases! These items end up being
thrown away.

If you have any questions please contact your WNALC Contact in your congregation or me.

Betty Burkhalter, lowa Mission District Disaster Response Coordinator

Link to current Disaster Kit information:
https://thenalc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/NALC-DR-Kits_January2023.pdf
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Pondering the Parables:

The Sower

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat
beside the sea. And great crowds gathered about
him, so that he got into a boat and sat there,; and the
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out
to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they had not much
soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had
no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were
scorched; and since they had no root they withered
away. Other seeds fell upon thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him

hear.”
(Matthew 13:1-9)

A sower went out to sow. We are in the season of
planting. Whether in large tractors pulling large
planters that can sow many rows at a time, bending
over in a small flower bed digging a hole with a hand
trowel, or dropping seeds from a package or hand
planter into a shallow trench beveled into the soil of a
garden with a hoe, people are planting seeds. Seeds are
planted for a purpose—to bring forth life from the soil.
Throughout history, every spring (or fall in the southern
hemisphere), people have gone out to sow. And the act
itself implies that the one who sows does so in hope--
anticipating a huge harvest of grain, a beautiful flower,
or a few fresh vegetables.

In the parable of the sower, Jesus tells us that
God also plants seed and hopes for a good harvest. The
seed planted by the Lord is the Word of God. In the
beginning of time, that Word brought creation into
being as the Lord’s voice thundered, “Let there be...”
And it was so. And it was very good. But some of that
seed fell along the path—some fell onto rocky ground—
some fell among the thorns. From the beginning, God’s
good seed has been under attack from the ancient
serpent, and God’s people have not been the good soil
the Lord intended them to be. Instead of bringing forth
the good fruit of love and trust in our Creator, the soil
of our hearts has brought forth rebellion, willfulness,
envy, murder, and many other thorny, poisonous, and
aggressive crops of weeds. Good seed has not only
been crowded out, but the ancient enemy has devoured
the good seed, hatred has hardened the soil of hearts
created for love, and the cares and pleasures of earthly
life have scorched the seed, and it failed to thrive.

Seasons passed, and the Lord continued to sow
His seeds. The seed of God’s word came to Abraham
with a promise of hope, and brought forth good grain.
Moses received the seed of the Lord’s love and brought
forth the good produce of a Covenant and the
continued promise of love and hope. Prophets sowed
the Word of judgment and promise—a call to
repentance and restoration. Through all the ages some
seed fell on good soil, but much of it was lost as it had
been from the beginning.

But then, when the season was right, the soil
properly prepared, and the Seed of all seeds was ready,
the Lord sowed the Incarnate Word to bring forth an
eternal crop that would exceed all others. The Seed fell
into the good soil of God’s love and died—as all seed
must before it can bring forth a new crop. The Vine
arose to give eternal Life (John 15), and the branches
that grow from that eternal Vine bear fruit that will last.

How do we hear this parable of the sower?
Sometimes we hear it as judgment and a call to “do it
yourself” salvation. We must become good soil and
work hard to grow into a good crop. But past history
shows us that doesn’t work. Sometimes we hear it as
command—go out and make good soil; go out and not
only sow the seed in others but weed and hoe and force
the hearers into being good soil. That doesn’t work
either. We are to sow the Word and God’s love, but
only the Lord, through the Holy Spirit, can bring the
growth.

Another way to hear the parable is as Good
News. God has sown His love into our hearts through
the death and resurrection of Christ—the Word of Life;
the Word of God’s love for us. The Good Seed, Jesus,
is also the eternal Vine. In John 15 our Lord tells us to
abide in Him because apart from Him we cannot bear
good fruit. (John 15:5) The seed of God’s Word is
tended and nourished in us as we abide in Him through
worship, gathered with others in the name of Christ—
hearing His Word read and preached, receiving His
body and blood, and praying together in His Name.
Daily devotions and prayer help us abide in Him. And
as we grow in faith, attached to the Vine of Christ, we
not only bear the good fruit of God’s love to others, we
also continue to plant the seeds of His love and mercy
in others. We cannot create good soil in ourselves or in
others, but as we abide in Christ, He will bring the
cleansing, the growth and the nourishment to bring
forth a good harvest.

Pastor Barbara M. Wills



Announcements

Upcoming Events

June 10-11—Iowa Mission District Pastor’s/Lay Minister’s Retreat—Best Western Holiday Lodge,
Clear Lake, Iowa. Begins at 1:00 pm June 10th, concludes at noon June 11.

July 21-27, 2024—NEXUS Institute—at Grand View University, Des Moines. The week is being
sponsored by the NALC. For more information: http://www.grandview.edu/NEXUS

August 9, 2024—NALC online Convocation—all-day meeting online
September 21, 2024—Iowa Mission District Convocation—St. John, Western Douglas
September 28, 2024—Iowa Mission District Council Meeting—Cabin Coffee, Mason City

Please Pray for:

Pastor James Puotyual who is awaiting a kidney transplant.

When sending correspondence to the NALC
please use the following address:

NALC Office
P.O. Box 130455
St. Paul, MN 55113

Please send donations to this address:

North American Lutheran Church
PO Box 860565
Minneapolis, MN 55486-0565

Donations to NALS, Disaster Relief, Great
Commission Society, etc. are to be made out to
the NALC with the specific fund written on the
memo line of your check.

Pastors available for pulpit supply:

Pastor Natacha Kemp—3507-785-0412
Pastor Jack Miller—507-798-2408
Pastor Mike Wikstrom—480-203-1556
Pastor Solveig Zamzow—641-903-9416

Pastor Tim Nappe is also available for pulpit supply.
His primary focus is his ministry with “Reaching the
Unreached”, and he will share information about this
mission work whenever he does pulpit supply for a
congregation. Contact information: 712-331-4245.
Or email at pastortim.milford@gmail.com

Donations and Correspondence

Checks sent to the Mission District for support
should be made out to the Iowa Mission District,
NALC, and mailed to Pastor Gary Burkhalter at
312 E. Mission St., Strawberry Point, IA 52076.

Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow,
Mission District Secretary, should be sent to
619 Elm Avenue, #309, Story City, IA 50248

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures,
news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor
Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.

Mission District Pulpit-Supply Guidelines

In October of 2022, the Mission District Council voted to
recommend that congregations pay a visiting pastor $200
for a worship service in addition to the current IRS
mileage rate. At a subsequent meeting, we also decided to
recommend that congregations do the same for a visiting
pastor who performs a wedding or a funeral. Any
honorarium that the family might want to give to the
pastor would not be deducted from this, as the pastor is
providing a service to the congregation. We also
recommend that a congregation which has more than one
worship service in a day, pay an additional $50 to the
pastor for each additional service. (The current IRS rate is
$0.67 per mile, but changes nearly every year.)
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T North American Lutheran Church

Congregations of the lowa Mission District

Ackley: Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister
Avoca: Trinity, Pastor Matthew Bahnfleth
Badger: Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier
Boyden: St. John, Pr. Jeremy Winter
Des Moines: Unity Evangelical Lutheran,

Pr. Donna Joseph; Pr. Diane Joseph
Dorchester: Waterloo Ridge, Pr. James Glesne
Eagle Grove: Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper
Eagle Grove: Samuel Lutheran, Call Process
Ellsworth: Trinity, Pastor Jon Rollefson
Emmons, MN: Emmons, Call Process
Gilmore City: First, Tracy Nerem, Lay Minister
Grafton: Emmanuel, Call Process
Greene: St. John (Vilmar), Pr. Tamara Keen
Gunder: Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn
Harlan: Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen
+Huxley: Shepherd of the Prairie,

Scott Licht, Lay Minister
Irwin: St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen
Laurens: Bethany, Pr. David Klappenbach
LeMars: St. John, Pr. Chris Meier
Manchester: First, Call Process
Monona, Faith: Pr. Mel Harris
Northwood: Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills
+ Osage: First Grace Lutheran Church
Palmer: St. John’s Lizard Township,

Marlene Nimke, Lay Minister
Plainfield: St. John, Call Process
Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary
Readlyn: Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary
Robins: Servants of Christ, Pr. Ronald Voss
+Rochester, MN: Emmanuel—Call Process
Ruthven: Zion, Eric Patten, Lay Minister
St. Ansgar: First, Pr. Christopher Staley
+ St. Charles, MN: Trinity, Pr. Douglas Hedman
St. Olaf: Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn
Sheldon: St. Paul, Pr. John Jensen, Interim
Spencer: Trinity, Pr. Renae Behrends
Strawberry Pt.: Mission in Christ, Call Process
Thor: Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk
Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball
Waukon: Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball

+ indicates mission congregation

lowa Mission District Leadership

Pastor Christopher Staley, Dean
cbstaley@netins.net

Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary
solveigzamzow@gmail.com

Pastor Burkhalter, Treasurer
pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com

Mission District Council Members:

Pastor David Klappenbach
klappenbach98@rpt.coop

Pastor Doug Hedman
pdhedman@gmail.com

Dean Armstrong
jdedarmy@gmail.com

Elise Patzke
ekbieri@gmail.com

Cindy Gibbs
mcgibbs@acegroup.cc

Disaster Response Coordinator
Betty Burkhalter
bettyburkhalter@hotmail.com

Mission District Registrar
Kathy Scharnhorst
kscharnhorst51@gmail.com

Mission District Website Administrator
Pastor Gary Burkhalter
pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com

Mission District Youth Trip Coordinator
Alana DeMoss
fivekidscrazy@outlook.com

Mission District Communicator/Newsletter Editor
Pastor Barbara Wills
barbaramwills@gmail.com

The lowa Mission District
has 39 congregations.

The lowa Mission District website may be found
at: www.iowamissiondistrict.com.
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TIowa Mission District Convocation Registration

Saturday, September 21, 2024
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Western Douglas,
1760 130™ Street, Plainfield Iowa 50666

The 2024 annual Convocation of the lowa Mission District will take place at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Western Douglas, Plainfield. lowa, on Saturday, September 21, 2024. Our theme is “Love”
from 1 Corinthians 13:13 “So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”
We are pleased to have the Reverend Brad Hales, the North American Lutheran Church Director of
Church Planting and Aging Ministries, as our keynote speaker. The Convocation is our opportunity to
gather as brothers and sisters in Christ for the purpose of fellowship, worship, learning and sharing of
ideas and to hear up-dates on the work and mission of the NALC. We also will have a business session
to conduct the necessary business of the Mission District. As you prepare for the convocation, please
be thinking of nominations for lowa Mission District Treasurer, one Lay Representative and one Cler-
gy Representative to the Mission District Council. Each is for a three-year term. Also needed is a Cler-
gv Representative to serve one year, the final year of a three-year term that is vacant since Pastor Ryan
Henkel has accepted a call to another Mission District. A nomination form is included in this month’s
Iowa Mission District News. Please get permission from the nominees before submitting their names.
The nominees will need to complete the nomination form and mail it to Mission District Secretary,
Pastor Solveig Zamzow (619 Elm Avenue, #309, Story City, IA 50248).

Please Note: According to Article 4.01 of the IA- MD Constitution: “Delegates with voting privileges
at a Convocation shall be the ordained ministers of the NALC within the territory of this Mission
District and [two] lay delegates from the member congregations”. In addition, we strongly encourage
congregational participation beyond the delegates—uvisitors are welcome! There is no cost for the
event other than a free-will offering for lunch. A worship offering will also be taken and designated to
the NALC Disaster Relief. The day will begin at 8:00 am with registration and a time for fellowship
with coffee and refreshments. A service of Holy Communion will begin at 9:00, and the closing of the
convocation will be at 3:45 pm.

Junior High and High School youth are also encouraged to attend the convocation. It is hoped that we
can have youth attendees on a regular basis to promote their interest and involvement in the Church
beyond their home congregations.

To help with planning, and so that we may have appropriate name tags for delegates and visitors, we
ask that you fill out the registration form below and mail to Kathy Scharnhorst, Registrar, at 1594
Garden Avenue, Waverly, IA 50677. It is most helpful in keeping track of registrations if each per-
son being registered is listed on a separate sheet. If you wish to submit your registrations via email,
please fill out the form and send the information as an attachment to kscharnhorst51@gmail.com.

(Please fill out a separate form for each person.)

Name:

Address:

Phone and/or email: /

Congregation & Town:

Clergy Lay Delegate Visitor Youth



Biographical Information of Nominee

Name: Date:

Position for which you are being nominated:

Congregational Member at:

City:

Occupation:

Tell us something about yourself (family, hobbies, etc.)

How do you understand your faith?

How have you been active in the church?

Please list one of your favorite Bible verses and tell why it has meaning for you.

Please sign below to indicate you are willing to serve if elected and mail this
completed form to:

Pr. Solveig Zamzow, Secretary lowa Mission District, NALC

619 Elm Avenue, #309

Story City, 14 50248

Signature



